
Minutes of the Rushden and Wallington Parish Council Meeting 

 

held on Tuesday 1
st

 October 2019 in Rushden Village Hall  

Present:  Councillors Linda Hill, Kate Heath, Graham Lamb and Roger Greenwood 

In attendance: Clerk, Marian Messenger and two residents 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
19/035   To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Steve Pettyfer and from County and District Councillor, 

Steve Jarvis. 

  As Steve Pettyfer, Chair, was unable to attend, the Clerk asked for a nomination of a councillor to act  

as Chair for this meeting.  Linda Hill nominated Kate Heath.   Unanimously agreed.  

 

19/036   Declarations of interest and dispensations 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda   None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests    None  

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate      None 

19/037   To confirm the Minutes of Rushden and Wallington Parish Council Meeting       

   held on May 16
th
 2019.  Chair to sign. 

Resolved that the Minutes of Rushden and Wallington Parish Council Meeting held on 16 May 

2019 be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and be duly signed by the Chair.

          Carried unanimously. 

  

19/038    To receive a report from the District Councillor and the County Councillor, Steve Jarvis 

 SJ was not in attendance but had sent a report to the clerk. 

 Bins – there continue to be some teething problems with the brown bins. 

 Local Plan – the Inspector has given his report to the Council stating the changes needed.  

The Council will respond by the end of November and then await the Inspector’s decision. 

 Traffic Speeds – Redhill is provisionally on the list for a Speed Indicator Device in next year’s 

budget.  The County Council is currently reviewing its speed management strategy. 

 Highways – The drainage works in Bennetts Lane are still scheduled for October, with some 

quite extensive works.  Work to repair the ‘sinkhole’ in Rushden will require a road closure 

and this may take some time to arrange. 

 Broadband – The current Connected Counties broadband programme is supposed to be 

complete by the end of the year, but is behind schedule.  Openreach say that some locations 

are too hard or too expensive to deliver and a list of addresses, including some in 

Wallington, is now under review. 

Councillors are also keeping abreast of the broadband situation, but varying responses have made it 

difficult to ascertain exactly when the two villages will have superfast broadband available.  They will keep 

pressing for this to be completed. 

 

 

19/039     Hedge cutting by Mill End Nursery 

SP had obtained a quote from Hyde Hall but this was felt to be too expensive.  LH and SP will try to 

get at least one more quote for comparison.  Also LH will contact Steve Jarvis re how to apply for a grant from 

his budget and also whether the Hyde Hall quote could be considered. 

 

19/040     Bennetts Lane Drainage 

  This had already been covered in SJ’s report so there was no further discussion. 

 



19/041     To consider Budget Requirements for 2020/21 and to decide on the Precept demand for 2020/21 

It was decided to discuss ‘Wallington Land – Outcome of tree survey’ at this point as it could have a 

direct impact on the budget, but was not known about when the budget was prepared.  See 19/044 

below. 

 

 Kate Heath had prepared a suggested budget for 2020/21.  There was a lot of discussion about 

whether this would be adequate in light of the expenditure that has been identified by the tree survey 

in Wallington.   

Resolved that the budget presented should be adjusted to allow for a 5% increase.  This adjustment will bring the 

total budget to £4515.00 and this will be the precept demand for 2020/21.  Unanimously agreed. 

 

. 

19/042     Change of email use by the Parish Council – update 

Roger Greenwood had looked into various options that would enable all councillors to have a Parish 

Council email address which could easily be passed on when councillors leave and new members 

join.  Councillors had been sent details of RG’s findings in an email and he proposed that the Parish 

Council should go with ‘netnerd’.  RG will action this. 

Resolved that the domain name will be rushdenandwallingtonpc.co.uk. The PC will sign up for the 1GB option at an 

annual cost of £44.38, with the option to increase this to unlimited gigabytes in the future at £68.38 per year (these are 

current prices). 

 

19/043     Wallington Neighbourhood Plan – update 

The Wallington Neighbourhood Planning group has eight members and has had its first meeting.  The 

area to be included in the plan has been determined and the next stage will be to work on objectives 

for the group. 

 

19/044     Wallington Land – Outcome of tree survey   

The tree survey on the land leased by Wallington has been carried out and a number of issues have 

been identified which could cost a lot of money.  There are two dead trees that need to be taken 

down. Another tree has twin limbs and one of these needs to be removed.  Another tree has fungus 

which could be a sign of extensive internal disease.  It seems likely that having these issues resolved 

will take the bulk of Wallington’s surplus monies with the potential for more needed in the future. 

Resolved that three quotes should be obtained for the necessary work and that the Wallington councillors should 

choose a contractor and arrange for them to go ahead with the work to make the trees safe.      Unanimously agreed. 

 

In a separate issue relating to Wallington Land, a bonfire on adjacent land was left smouldering and 

caught a tree alight.  This caused the tree to collapse and fall across the Wallington land.  This 

situation will be followed up to determine how to proceed. 

 

19/045     Broadband provision  

  This was covered in SJ’s report and the discussion arising from it.  See 19/038 

     

19/046     Defibrillators 

Notices in the phone boxes have been updated and information to remind people what to do has been 

published on both village websites. 

A suggestion had been made that there could be a list of people who would be willing to be called in 

an emergency to ‘run’ to collect the defibrillator while the other person stayed to look after the patient.  

Wallington councillors were keen to go ahead with this. 

It was agreed that residents in Rushden will be told the code to access the defibrillator, initially this will 

be given out via the village email list.  This has already happened in Wallington. 

It was suggested that it would be a good idea to have a refresher course in the use of the defibrillator.  

KH will try to arrange this for both villages. 

 

19/047     Road Salt 

The Council have salt available but, as both villages have adequate supply at the moment, none will 

be requested. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 


