
Minutes of the Rushden and Wallington Parish Council 

held remotely, via Zoom, on Thursday 17
th

 September 2020 

 

 Present:   Councillors   Steve Pettyfer, Kate Heath, Linda Hill, Graham Lamb, Roger Greenwood 

In attendance:   Marian Messenger, Clerk, Steve Jarvis, District and County Councillor and one member of 

the public. 

 

20/032   To receive and accept apologies for absence      None 

 

20/033   Declarations of interest and dispensations 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

Kate Heath informed members that item 20/040, Wallington Drainage, refers to an issue that 

occurred outside of her house. 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests   None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate     None 

20/034   To confirm the Minutes of Rushden and Wallington Parish Council Meeting       

   held on May 12th 2020.   

Resolved  that the Minutes of the Rushden and Wallington Parish Council Meeting, held on12 May 

2020, be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and be duly signed by the chair 

          Carried unanimously 

  

20/035      To receive a report from the District Councillor and the County Councillor 

 Examination of the Local Plan will restart soon and continue for three weeks 

 Patching to the road near Cumberlow Green is due to happen soon 

 Weight restrictions on the A507 might not happen after all, certainly not soon 

 It is now possible to pay for use of Brown Bins by Direct Debit 

 A number of Council staff are still working from home and the long term benefits of 

this are being considered. 

 

SJ was asked to give an update on the proposals to amalgamate County and District Councils.  He 

stated that there will be a Government White Paper later in the year.  Hertfordshire is not in the first 

tranche.  The Council believes that in current circumstances it is not a good time to be focussing on 

this, but it may be looked at in two or three years’ time. 

 

SJ was asked about the local refuse tips.  He reported that all tips apart from Buntingford and 

Welwyn/Hatfield are back to normal working. 

 

SJ was asked whether the Government White Paper on changes to planning would affect the local 

district plan.  He confirmed that it will not affect it at the moment.    

      

20/036      Fingerposts 

RG reported that Ian Roper has offered to repair and renovate the four existing fingerposts, 

charging only for materials.  The budget of Julia Clarke (Herts County Council) will pay for materials, 

hence there will be no cost to the Parish Council. 

Resolved that Ian Roper be asked to go ahead with this work. 

 

20/037      Website compliance 



After discussion around the options, it was agreed that it would be best to have a dedicated Parish 

Council website to include both villages that will be fully compliant with the new regulations. 

SP will try to get quotes from two other companies to meet PC financial rules. 

Resolved that the Parish Council will work with Aubergine to produce this website unless SP finds a 

company that offers the same level of compliancy at a better rate. 

    

20/038      Wallington Neighbourhood Plan 

KH reported that a consultant, Alison, has been employed.  With her help, funding was applied for 

and secured thus enabling progression with the plan.  Alison is aware that she has to work within 

this budget as no other funding is available.  The expectation is that the plan will be completed 

within the next financial year.  A COVID secure drop-in session for local residents is planned soon.  

There is also a plan to apply for a technical support package to cover a housing needs assessment 

and design codes (style of buildings etc). 

       

20/039      Rushden Trustees 

The Trustees of Rushden Village Greens, in accordance with the original Trust Deed of 1931, 

offered the qualifying members of the PC the opportunity to take on trusteeship of Rushden Village 

Greens.  All three qualifying members of the PC declined to take up this offer and expressed that 

they are very happy for the current Trustee arrangement to continue. 

 

20/040      Wallington Drainage 

It was reported that there had been a drainage issue in The Street in Wallington. During very heavy 

rains in August, water was running down the bottom part of the road in a torrent.  One individual 

decided to bring in a digger to deepen the ditch at the side of the road.  As a consequence of too 

much being dug away, the edge of the road has started to break up.  This was reported to 

Highways, who came and erected some plastic barriers around the dangerous area.  The problem 

is knowing who is responsible for the repair and what has to be done to put this right and make it 

safe. 

SJ agreed to make some enquiries to see what is planned by the Council. 

 

20/041       Upkeep of Parish Council land in Wallington 

The village pond now belongs to the village and the residents of the village will continue to maintain 

it.  The Wallington councillors have been asked whether the PC would cover the cost of restoring a 

sign at the well pond which explains its historical significance.   

Agreed unanimously that the cost of this, around £100 can be covered out of Wallington’s funds. 

 

20/042       Wallington Trees 

The annual tree inspection is due and the quote from the company who carried out last year’s 

inspection is exactly the same amount as last year.   

Agreed unanimously that the same company will be used as theirs was the best quote last year.  

There may be a slight change to the price quoted, due to a few extra trees inherited with the pond.  

If any work is identified, and this can be done within Wallington’s budget, agreed that this work can 

go ahead. 

 

20/0 43       Parish Council Clerk Replacement 

There has been one expression of interest, but no application has been submitted yet.  Another 

person in Wallington will be approached in the next few days. 

 

20/044       Budget setting and Precept Demand 

 A draft budget was presented and discussed.  Some adjustments were made. 

Resolved that, on the basis of the draft budget, no increase will need to be made to the precept 

demand this year.  It will remain at £4515.00 for the financial year 2021/22. 

 



20/045       To suggest agenda items for the next meeting of the Parish Council     

 No items were suggested.  

 

 

 

 


