
RUSHDEN PARISH ASSEMBLY 
Meeting Minutes 

Date / Time: Wednesday 13th April 2021, 8pm 

Location: Held remotely, via Zoom 

In Attendance: 
 

Parish Councillors: Steve Pettyfer (Chair), Roger Greenwood, Linda Hill 
District and County Councillor: Steve Jarvis 

 Clerk: Mark Hopley, Michelle Hopley 
Residents: 28no. 

 

The meeting opened with a minute’s silence in memory of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh. 

1.0 Approval of the Minutes of Rushden Parish Assembly 10th April 2019 

(Note: no meeting held in 2020 due to covid pandemic lockdown. Cancelled in line with Government 
advice.) 

• The minutes of Rushden Parish Assembly 10th April 2019 were approved. 
 

2.0 Matters arising from the Minutes 

• Hedge trimming and drainage matters have been carried forward to the Report for 2020/2021. 
 

3.0 Report from the Parish Councillors 

• The Chairman, Steve Pettyfer presented a report detailing the actions carried out by the Parish 
Council, 2019-2021. Copy of the Councillors’ report attached. 

• Treacle Lane Flooding: Resident reported that the flooding to Treacle Lane was not addressed by 
North Hertfordshire District Council as documented on the Parish Council’s Report. Signs were put 
up but no works were undertaken. Matter to be followed up by Parish Council. 

 
4.0 Report from the District and County Councillor 

• Local Plan: In the last year there have been 2nr. re-examinations of the Local Plan, with the inspector 
producing proposed list of changes. The changes are not significant and mainly reflect what has 
happened since the consultation period began. A public consultation is planned to take place this 
summer on the proposed changes. The inspector will then produce the final report for North 
Hertfordshire District Council to decide whether to accept the Plan.  Adoption of the plan could 
potentially occur in Autumn 2021.   

• A507 Weight Limit: Plans for the weight limit are still under review. Various options have been 
contested as they will result in heavy vehicles being re-routed through the villages.  

• Speed Indicator: SJ to organise for the indicator to be moved to its other location, so it is facing in 
the opposite direction. 

• Roadworks: It is important that members of the public report potholes, as the general inspection 
regime on country lanes is not frequent. Patching works from Shaw Green Lane to Cumberlow Green 
is due to be undertaken. 

• Drainage: There is a process by which the individual gullies are cleaned, which should usually take 
place every 18months, unless they are in a location where there is a particular problem when they 
should be cleaned every 6 months.  

• Refuse Collections: There have been a number of difficulties with bin collections.  Number of reasons 
including the contractor’s difficulty with staff availability due to Covid19 and reporting processes. 
These issues should now have generally been resolved. 

 



5.0 Rushden Manor Trust 

• NHDC Grant: Trustee thanked SJ for the grant received for works to the hedging on the green and 
grass seeding.  

• Works to Southern Green: Works have been untaken to remove overgrown brambles and hedging. 
Some residents were displeased with the works untaken at the time, which resulted in the current 
trustees, Chris Hill and Charles Gutteridge, expressing their wish to stand down. 
Appointment of new trustees: The positions for new trustees has been advertised in the village 
Gazette and offered to Parish Council members.  Charles Guttridge proposed 2nr. new trustees at 
the meeting, Brian Littlechild and Stephen Humphrey.  All 3nr. Parish Councillors confirmed at the 
meeting that they do not wish to take on the role of trustee and the appointment of Brian Littlechild 
and Stephen Humphrey was approved. 
Charles Guttridge will remain as trustee and primary contact for matters relating to Southern Green.  
Brian Littlechild be the primary contact for Church Green and Stephen Humphrey, primary contact 
for Shaw Green.  
Chris Hill will be standing down as trustee.  
Councillors and residents present expressed their thanks to Chris and Charles for all the hard work 
they have done as trustees, to ensure the upkeep of the village surroundings. 
 

6.0 Issues which are raised by residents attending the meeting 

• Further works to Southern Green: Any further planned works to Southern Green will be 
communicated to the residents by the trustees.   
A quote will be forthcoming for the drainage works. 

• Bridges: The following issues with bridges around the village were reported: 
- wobbly handrails to bridge behind Village Hall; and 
- wobbly handrail and concrete crumbling to the new bridge opposite the Moon and Stars 

Pub 
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
 

  



Rushden and Wallington Parish Council 
Report for Rushden for the year 2020/2021 

 
The following actions have been carried out during the year 2020/2021: 

 

• The grass at Rushden Church has continued to be cut on a regular basis 
during the growing season. Roger Greenwood has kept on top of grass 
behind the church. 
 

• Councillors continue to monitor all planning applications for Rushden that are 
submitted to Herts Council.    

 

• We have assessed the roof of the bus shelter and obtained quotes to repair. 
We are hopeful of getting a grant or getting local residents to assist.  
 
 

• The speed indicator device at Mill End appears to have some effect to deter 
speeding in this area.   
 

• The drains on Bennetts lane have now been replaced and appear to be 
working well apart from exceptional rainfall. 
 

• Flooding on Rushden road and Treacle lane this winter has been investigated 
and blocked gullies were the cause. All have since been cleared by NHDC. 
 

• The Parish Council have received a grant to clear the hedge adjacent to the 
river beane which has been completed. Since then NHDC have further cut the 
hedge. 


