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Welcome to the latest In Touch.  
Well it is now officially autumn both meteorologically (1st 
September) and seasonally as we are now past the autumn equinox 
(22nd September). One day has made all the difference. Yesterday 
(22nd) was the last of the long lazy warm autumn days that have 
been with us for the last three weeks. I do hope, that even with 
restrictions, you were able to get out and enjoy them. Today (23rd) 
it is wet and rainy (for which my garden is very grateful) and it looks 
like we are in for some unsettled weather. In this In Touch our focus 
is on those who really have been making the most of the weather 
and have ‘got on their bikes for charity’. What a wonderful thing for 
us to celebrate in the Benefice! So, congratulations to James who did 
48 miles in the Bike and Hike and to John Inman, Brian Littlechild, 
Mark Hopley who with support from Rob Buky cycled all the way 
around the edge of Hertfordshire. I hope you enjoy reading both 
accounts and maybe feel able to support the charities they were 
riding for.  With blessings Fiona

Domenico Ghirlandaio:  
The Nativity (1485)

Ghirlandaio Inc. kept the customer satisfied and was happy to 
keep things that way.
Though was never avant-garde Domenico Ghirlandaio was a 
consummate craftsman whose paintings keep our eyes and minds 
fully occupied. That’s him towards the right, casting himself in 
the role of lead shepherd directing his hardy companions to the 
new-born child lying on his mother’s bridally arrayed deep-blue 
cloak. The journey these parents have made is signified by the 
tidy but worn saddle and water flask resting behind Mary, whose 
devotional attitude is reverential as regards her child as the Son 
of God, but transfixed in simply motherliness at the beauty of new 
human life.
By contrast Joseph is elsewhere. Distracted, befuddled, he gazes 
uncomprehendingly at road, hills and sky beyond. Ghirlandaio 
has made his painting a tableau of the Nativity story beginning 
with startled shepherds overflown by an angel dark-silhouetted 
against the evening sky. But below this all is bright Tuscan 
daylight with a sumptuous procession of Italian nobility and 
their entourage winding its way down the hill and through a 
triumphal arch dedicated to Pompey the Great. And thus the Magi 
arrive, their leading riders so close that they threaten to usurp 
the shepherds’ moment of glory. This profusion of unexpected 
homage is, for poor old Joseph, mental overload.
But there is much else for us to wonder about. Those magnificent 
Corinthian columns for instance (one carrying the 1485 date), 
supporting a dilapidated timber roof. A nod to a birth which took 
place in a stable certainly, but more importantly a sign that the 
edifice those impressive columns support, the world of the old 
pagan gods, is being supplanted by Christ. And why are those 
pretty little beasts, the ox and the donkey, munching hay from 
a tomb? Its inscription refers to Fulvius, killed by Pompey, who 
predicted that out of his tomb a God would rise. And of course 
here he is, new-born, and one day he will rise from death. Last of 
all a Goldfinch, near the Christ child at the bottom centre, a bird 
symbolic of the passion but also of redemption. It’s beautiful and 
it’s glorious, filled with meaning old and new. It’s impossible not 
to like Domenico Ghirlandaio.

The three brothers Ghirlandaio were hugely successful art 
businessmen. They understood the taste of their clientele and 
their industrious workshop in Florence looked to appeal to 
it. Unlike wayward geniuses such as Leonardo da Vinci they 
delivered their products on time and without fuss. Michelangelo 
began his career as an apprentice in the Ghirlandaio workshop 
but his stance as a combative visionary of art was nothing learned 
of Domenico and his brothers, or from Domenico’s son Ridolfo. 
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On Saturday 12th 
September I took part 
in the annual Bike n’ 
Hike to raise money for 
Weston Church and the 
Beds & Herts Historic 

Churches Trust (BHHCT). I decided, somewhat 
foolishly with the benefit of hindsight, to 
plot an ambitious route which would take me 
to 20 churches for 2020. Little did I realise, 
until completing the ride, that this would be 
approximately 48 miles across plenty of hills. 

At 9am I set off from Weston Church towards 
Walkern to visit the 2 churches there before 
embarking on somewhat of a hill climb to 
Bennington. Following on from Bennington 
I went over to Watton at Stone where my 
problems begun. The chain fell of three times 
and then having fixed this problem the brake 
partially locked on, something that took me two 
miles, of extra than required effort, to notice! 
Having overcome these challenges, I went on to 
Aston before entering Stevenage only to go off 
to Knebworth before returning to Stevenage. 
This took me to around 2pm and 18 churches 
out of the 20 were complete. I was however 
still 2 churches short with a little less than 1 
hour left if I was to make it to the 3pm Harvest 
Service at Clothall Church, church 20.

I cycled at pace from Stevenage to Graveley 
helped by a steady descent, to a simply 
beautiful little church. In order to get to Clothall 

however I would need to reclimb the hill which 
certainly exhausted any remaining energy I had 
left! I am not 100% sure what time I arrived at 
Clothall Church but on the positive side I made 
it in time for some of the service, albeit on the 
negative side I arrived halfway through Fiona’s 
sermon. I am sure this sermon was fantastic, and 
I can only apologise for the interruption and 
hope I am forgiven! 

A big thank you goes out to everyone who 
donated helping us to raise the quite remarkable 
amount of £900.00 to be split equally between 
Weston Church and BHHCT. A special thanks 
goes to Richard Clements for seeing me off 
from Weston Church at the start of the ride and 
to everyone at Clothall Church who not only 
welcomed me as part of their Harvest Service 
but also gave so generously helping us to reach 
this magnificent total. 

Here’s to next year, I guess… 
James Hawkes

On Thursday 10th September, Brian Littlechild 
(from Rushden) supported by John Inman and 
Mark Hopley (from Wallington) completed a 
172 mile cycle ride around the circumference 
of Hertfordshire. Rob Buky (from Redhill) also 
acted as ‘domestique’ for the team for 100 
miles on the day too. 

To make the challenge even harder, instead of 
riding on the latest carbon frame, multi-geared 
speed machine Brian chose his trusty vintage 
45 year old small fold-up bicycle which, as you 
can imagine, made things pretty slow and hard 
work on the hills and suffered many punctures.

The team set off from the Moon & Stars 
in Rushden at around 6 a.m. on Thursday 
morning and returned around 23½ hours later 
having visited all the bordering counties of 
Hertfordshire.

Brian initiated the challenge to raise awareness 
and funds for a small local charity doing great 
work in Hertfordshire for Young homeless 
people https://www.hyh.org.uk/ Brian is a 
trustee for Herts Young Homeless for a number 
of years and is a firm believer in the vital 
services which they provide to young people 

who are facing the most difficult circumstances. 
Herts Young Homeless is a unique charity in 
Hertfordshire providing services to support 
vulnerable young people. Their focus is on 
preventing homelessness - from education 
in schools and family mediation through 
to supporting 16-24 year olds in their first 
homes or caring for adults of all ages who have 
mental health issues and housing needs. hyh’s 
services empower young people to be able to 
deal with the difficult situations in their lives, 
giving them the ability and confidence to do 
it themselves and ultimately to find stability. 
With the increased pressures on vulnerable 
families due to Covid19, youth homelessness 
in Hertfordshire is sadly set to rise, so hyh’s 
services are more vital than ever.

Thank you to everyone for their support.  
If you would like to make a donation, please 
visit https://hertsyounghomeless.enthuse.com/
cf/brian-s-outcycle-homelessness-challenge 

From  
Brian, John and Mark

If you would like to donate to any of our 
churches in the current crisis - details are 

below. We would be very grateful in your help 
to keep our churches going. 

Thank you.

PCC OF RUSHDEN 

LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845350

SANDON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

BARCLAYS BANK: 20-73-26 A/C 53610802

PCC ST MARYS CHURCH WALLINGTON

LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845466

WESTON PCC

BARCLAYS BANK: 20-41-12 A/C 40946850

PCC OF CLOTHALL 

LLOYDS BANK: 30-94-30 A/C 01845245

A prayer for all those  
affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.


